[Clinic of the upper cervical spine and review of the medical history of the regional osteology (author's transl)].
After a brief review of the systematic clinical work up of this region within our century, the medical history of the osteology of the occipito-cervical junction is given special attention. It is looked upon the illustrations of the first printed anatomical textbooks that are linked with such famous names as Berengario, Dryander, Estienne, Vesal and Eustachius. Leonardo da Vinci's concept of the first two vertebrae is also mentioned.